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On Jan. 28 in San Jose, Costa Rica, Nicaraguan government officials and contra leaders met for
their first face-to-face encounter on cease-fire talks, and agreed to further discussion on Jan. 29.
Negotiators refused to provide reporters with a detailed account of their 2-1/2 hour meeting.
Chief contra negotiator Jaime Morales Carazo, cited by the New York Times, said the meeting
has largely consisted of recitals by both sides of respective negotiating positions. The Nicaraguan
government's proposal involves technical steps required to achieve a cease-fire, supported by a
pledge to guarantee full political rights to contras who disarm and accept amnesty backed up by
an international monitoring committee. The cease-fire plan requires the contras to concentrate in
three large areas of the country where they would keep their weapons for 30 days while receiving
food and other non-military aid. During this period, final details of the cease-fire would be arranged.
The cease-fire would begin on March 15 and end on April 15. The contras' proposal consists of
demands for a restructuring of political life in Nicaragua; rewriting of the Nicaraguan constitution;
talks with the domestic opposition linked to cease-fire discussions; suspension of military aid to
the Nicaraguan government; reduction in size of the army and its removal from politics; expulsion
of foreign military advisers from Nicaragua; and immediate amnesty granted to all "political
prisoners" (i.e., former National Guardsmen and contras). Nicaraguan Deputy Foreign Minister
Victor Hugo Tinoco was asked about the likelihood of reaching an agreement with the contras. He
conceded that it appeared to be very small. According to the Times, he said the government's chief
goal was to force a change in the contras' position by appealing to the US public to pressure Reagan
to change his policy toward Nicaragua. The Nicaraguan government team consists of Tinoco,
intelligence chief Ricardo Wheelock, and two foreign advisers US attorney Paul Reichler, and HansJurgen Wischnewski, a Social Democratic Party member of the West German parliament. The
contra delegation consists of Carazo and two contra military commanders, known as "Franklin" and
"Tonio." They also have foreign advisers: former Costa Rican Foreign Minister Gonzalo Facio and
former Foreign Minister of the Dominican Republic, Emilio Ramon Jimenez. The negotiations are
taking place at a Roman Catholic Church seminary in San Jose and are being mediated by several
members of the Nicaraguan Church, headed by auxiliary bishop of Managua, Bosco Vivas. Contra
leaders Adolfo Calero and Alfredo Cesar told the Washington Post on Jan. 27 that a principal aspect
of their proposal is for the government to participate in a power-sharing arrangement to prepare
the country for a "return to democracy." The two said all contra political and military leaders would
be barred from serving in the proposed interim government. All non-Sandinista members would
derive from the domestic opposition parties. Other aspects of their proposal require military aid
approved by the US Congress to be placed in escrow for 30 days. During this period, the Nicaraguan
government, contras and the domestic opposition must agree on a cease- fire to last a maximum of
six months. At a news conference on the evening of Jan. 27 in San Jose, Tinoco said US congressional
approval of any new aid for the contras would be "disastrous" for the regional peace process. Costa
Rican President Oscar Arias said earlier that he feared the $36 million request presented by the
Reagan administration had a better chance of approval than the original $270 million. Arias is
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opposed to contra aid, asserting that it is destructive to the peace process. (Basic data from New
York Times, 01/29/88; Washington Post, 01/28/88)
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